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St Charles RC Primary School 

Curriculum Policy 

Our mission at St. Charles RC Primary School is to try and centre our life in Jesus Christ,    

the spiritual foundation of our community.  We aim to pass on the faith we share in 

partnership with you.  We want the children in our care to grow and develop to their full 

potential within a caring Catholic community which recognises fully their true worth and 

God given talents. We look forward to working with you in a spirit of mutual trust and 

support.  We take pride belonging to St. Charles RC Primary School. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Introduction 

At St Charles RC, Christ is at the centre of everything in our school.  Our Mission Statement 

is; 

As a family of God, we love to learn and learn to love 

 

The whole family of St Charles RC treat each other as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Considering the Beatitudes help us to be closer to God and to be more like Jesus in all we 

do. 

 

The curriculum is all the planned activities that are organised in order to promote learning 

and personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the 

National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school 

organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. 

 

The aim is to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work 

and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve 

their true potential. 

 

School Ethos 

We have a deep commitment to building a sense of community at St Charles RC – a 

community, which recognises the dignity and worth of each individual and fosters 

recognition of our responsibilities to each other and the wider world.    We aim to be a 

loving and reconciling community based on mutual respect and tolerance.  We try to live 

out our Christianity in our day to day dealings with each other.  Children admitted to St 

Charles RC are expected to take a full and active part in the religious life of the school.   We 

celebrate feast days, and the Holy seasons in the Church’s calendar.  Prayers are said daily 
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and each day there are opportunities for collective worship.  Each week there are whole 

school assemblies and class masses.  There is a school chapel for quiet reflection and 

worship. 

 

The pupils at St Charles RC are our greatest asset.  Their response to the opportunities and 

high quality teaching available at St Charles RC results in a high level of academic 

performance and involvement in works of charity that we can all be justly proud of.   

 

Values 

We endeavour to ensure that each child is able to achieve their full potential in terms of 

spiritual, intellectual and physical development, in a secure and safe environment.  St 

Charles RC is a Catholic school which seeks to live out the values of Jesus Christ.  We 

promote these values by our words and deeds, and Catholic doctrine and practice therefore 

permeates every aspect of the school’s activity.  We provide a Catholic curriculum, which is 

exciting and engaging, recognising that every pupil is unique and is created in the image of 

God (Genesis 1:27).  Catholic Religious Education is the “core of the core curriculum” (Pope 

St John Pau II) and the foundation of the entire educational process.  We also provide a wide 

range of extra-curricular activities and strong pastoral support.  We incorporate democratic 

principles, value the rule of law, support individual liberty and foster a community in which 

different faiths and beliefs are respected.   

 

Gospel Values 

Whilst other values may be found within the four Gospels and New Testament writings, it is 

the Beatitudes which “...depict the countenance of Jesus Christ and portray His charity.”  

Gospel values are revealed to us through Christ’s proclamation.  Such objective values are to 

be found rooted in the Beatitudes, the proclamation of Christ’s sermon on the Mount.  The 

Beatitudes also “...reveal the goal of human existence, the ultimate end of human acts” and 

as such are the objective ‘values’ given by Christ himself.   
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• Be Special – (Matthew 5:2) We celebrate the way in which all children are unique, 

our curriculum promotes respect for the views of each individual child, as well as for 

people of all cultures and faiths.   We foster the spiritual and moral development of each 

person, as well as their intellectual, emotional and physical growth. 

• Be Trustworthy – (Matthew 5:3) In this Beatitude, Jesus is telling us to be humble 

and place all our trust in God, knowing that God is always there for us.  When we place 

our trust in God, we are humbled, which means we are poor in Spirit. We encourage all 

our pupils to be trusting and trustworthy. 

• Be Compassionate – (Matthew 5:4) When we experience sadness in our life, we 

can better understand the sadness in other people’s lives.  Sorrowful experiences teach 

us how to be kind to others and reach out to those in need.  We want to be 

compassionate to others. 

• Be Humble – (Matthew 5:5) Being meek and humble takes real effort, such as 

being nice to others even when we don’t feel like it, or walking away from a fight, or 

admitting that we are wrong.  All of these things and more require us to be humble. 

• Be Alive  - (Matthew 5:6) To be righteous, we strive to do the very best we can do 

in everything, we try to be the best person we can be. We want to do what is right at all 

times and stand up for what is right.  We also want what is right for others, this requires 

us to be cheerleaders for others and sometimes put others before ourselves.  All of 

these things make us Alive in the Lord.  We try to live the way God wants us to live, to 

follow His rules and to do His will. 
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• Be Respectful – (Matthew 5:7) Being merciful is being respectful, charitable, 

generous, compassionate and patient towards others.  It means showing kindness and 

love to others.  When we are merciful to others, God promises mercy on us.  Through 

the environment and through the curriculum, the school aims to teach respect for 

ourselves, each other and God’s world.  

• Be Loving – (Matthew 5:8) God asks us to strive to be pure in heart, to do the right 

things for the right reasons.  We live our lives without seeking personal gain.  We are 

thankful for God’s gifts and recognise that living according to God’s Word is more 

important than anything else and God’s Word is Love. 

• Be Encouraging – (Matthew 5:9) Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give to you.”  In Jesus’ language, the word ‘peace’ means being in the presence of God 

and doing God’s work.  In our own lives we see injustices – things that are happening 

that aren’t right, we need to be encouraging to each other to speak out for what is right. 

• Be Selfless – (Matthew 5:10) Christ was persecuted when he was crucified on the 

cross.  The early Christians were persecuted because they believed in Christ, their 

selflessness made it possible for us to practice our faith today.  Living our faith and being 

selfless is standing up for God’s work. 

 

 

Rooted in the teaching of Christ, these Gospel Values are actively promoted through each 

lesson across the curriculum and within our pastoral system at all levels.  As a Catholic 

community, we believe that our Gospel Values incorporate ‘British Values’ as outlined 

within recent DfE guidelines. 

 

Aims 

The aims of the school curriculum are: 

• to create and maintain a learning environment which truly reflects the teachings of 

Christ; 

• to enable all children to learn and develop their skills and talents to the best of 

their ability; 

• to promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to 

school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning; 

• to teach children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and information technology 

(ICT); 

• to enable children to be creative and become independent thinkers and learners; 

• to teach children about their developing world, including how the environment 

and society have changed over time; 

• to help children understand Britain’s cultural heritage; 

• to enable children to be positive citizens in society; 

• to fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum and the agreed syllabus for 

Religious Education in Catholic schools; 

• to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to 

understand right from wrong; 

• to help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they 

grow up committed to equal opportunities for all; 
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• to enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be 

able to live and work co-operatively with others. 

 

Organisation and planning 

The curriculum is planned in three phases. 

A Long-term plan for each key stage is agreed.  This indicates what topics are to be taught in 

each term, and to which groups of children. The long-term plan is reviewed on an annual 

basis. 

With Medium-term plans, clear guidance is given on the objectives and teaching strategies 

that are used when teaching each topic. 

The Short-term plans are those that the teachers write on a weekly or daily basis. These are 

used to set out the learning objectives for each week, and to identify what resources and 

activities will be used in the lesson. 

 

A themed approach is adopted to curriculum planning. The curriculum is planned carefully, 

so that there is coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum and 

early learning goals. There is planned progression in all curriculum areas. 

 

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  

The curriculum in the school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children.   

The requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice are complied with in providing for 

children with individual special needs. Ongoing formal and informal assessment tracks 

children’s progress in their learning and highlights special needs. In most instances the 

teacher is able to provide the resources and educational opportunities which meet the 

child’s needs within the normal class organisation. Appropriate external agencies may be 

involved to assess and support children’s learning.  Our school provides an Individual targets 

for each of the children who are on the special needs register. These highlight the nature of 

the special need and set out targets for teaching.   The school reviews and monitors the 

progress of each child at regular intervals. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

The curriculum that is taught in the reception classes meets the requirements set out in the 

revised National Curriculum at Early Years Foundation Stage. The curriculum planning 

focuses on the Early Learning Goals and on developing children’s skills and experiences, as 

set out in this document. 

 

Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by 

engaging in well-planned structured activities. Teaching in the reception classes builds on 

the experiences of the children in their pre-school learning.  During the children’s first term 

in the reception class, the teacher makes a baseline assessment to record the skills of each 

child on entry to the school. This assessment forms an important part of the future 

curriculum planning for each child. 

 

Our school is well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make 

good progress in school. Our school strives to build positive links with the parents of each 
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child by keeping them informed about the way in which the children are being taught and 

how well each child is progressing. 

 

 

Key skills 

Our school believes that all children need to make good progress in the following skill areas 

in order to develop to their true potential: 

• communication; 

• application of number; 

• information technology; 

• working with others; 

• improving own learning and performance; 

• problem-solving 

In the curriculum planning these skills are highlighted, so that the children’s progress in all 

of these areas can be identified and monitored. All subject areas contribute to a child’s 

progress in these skills. 

 

The role and responsibilities of the subject leader 

The role of the subject leader is to: 

• provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject; 

• support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to the subject; 

• monitor pupil progress in that subject area; 

• provide efficient resource management for the subject. 

 

It is the responsibility of each subject leader to: 

• keep up to date with developments in their subject, at both national and local 

level; 

• review the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement. 

This 

• development planning links to whole-school objectives; 

• review the curriculum plans for their subject, ensures that there is full coverage 

of the 

National Curriculum and that progression is planned into schemes of work; 

• keep a portfolio of children’s work, which can be used to show the achievements 

of 

children at each key stage and to give examples of expectations of attainment. 

 

Monitoring and review 

The governing body’s Curriculum committee is responsible for monitoring the way in which 

the school curriculum is implemented and resourced. This committee reviews each subject 

area in its cycle of review and development. 
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Our school has named governors for each of the school’s priorities in the School 

Improvement Plan. The governors liaise with the Key Staff of these areas and monitor 

closely the way the school works to raise standards. 

 

The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the curriculum. The 

Headteacher monitors plans to ensure that all classes are taught the full requirements of 

the National Curriculum, and lessons have appropriate learning objectives. 

 

This policy is linked to the following policies:   

SEND policy and Early Years Foundation Stage policy 

 

Subject area Scripture Links 

RE “Act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with God.”  

Micah 6:8 

English “Jesus replied, ‘Scripture says: Human beings live not on bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  

Matthew 4:4 

Maths “Teach us to count up the days that are ours, and we shall come to the heart 

of wisdom.”  

Psalm 90:12 

Science “For there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and 

that its shoots will not cease.”  

Job 14:7 

Art 

 

“We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus for the good works which 

God has already designated to make up our way of life.”  

Ephesians 2:10 

ICT “And the Lord said, ‘Behold, they are one people and all have one language, 

and this is only the beginning of what they will do.  And nothing that they 

propose to do will now be impossible for them.’”  

Genesis 11:6 

DT “Wisdom has built herself a house.”  

Proverbs 9:1 

Drama “Do not neglect the spiritual gift which was given to you.” 1 Timothy 4:14 

History “The one who concentrates his mind and his meditation on the lay of the 

most high, he researches into the Wisdom of all the Ancients.”  

Sirach 39:1 

Geography “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1 

MFL “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak different 

languages as the Spirit gave them power to express themselves.”  

Acts 2: 4-6 

Music “I will praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, My God; I will sing 

praise to you with the lyre, Holy one of Israel.”  

Psalm 71:22 

PE “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

whom you have from God?”   

1 Corinthians 6: 19-20 
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Equalities Statement: 

St Charles RC Primary School is committed to valuing diversity and to equality of 

opportunity. We aim to create and promote an environment in which pupils, parents and 

staff are treated fairly and with respect, and feel able to contribute to the best of their 

abilities. The Governing Body recognises that it is unlawful to take into account anyone’s 

gender, marital status, colour, race, nationality, ethnic or national origin, disability, religious 

beliefs, age or sexual orientation. Full consideration has been given to this during the 

formulation of this policy as it is the governors’ aim that no-one at St Charles RC Primary 

school should suffer discrimination, either directly or indirectly, or harassment on any of 

these grounds. 

 


